





THE PARK 


Lewis and Clark State Park commemorates the 
starting point of the famous expedition to the 
Pacific coast. The 6-acre park is on the east bank 
of the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri 
rivers near Hartford in Madison County. 


The Conservation Department has leased another 
168 acres nearby from the Federal Government 
which is now being developed and will become 
part of the park when it is ready to be opened to 
the public. 


HISTORY 


Even before the Louisiana Purchase had been 
completed, President Jeffersoh had formed plans 
for sending a select group of 12 men west and 
north along the Missouri Valley to explore possi- 
bilities for trade in that region. After the Louisiana 
Territory had been purchased almost sight un- 
seen in 1803, the President’s earlier plans were 
extended to the Pacific. 


Captain Meriwether Lewis, private secretary for 
President Jefferson and William Clark, the young- 
er brother of Revolutionary War hero George 
Rogers Clark, commanded one of the most sig- 
nificant exploring missions ever sent out by the 
United States. The Lewis and Clark Expedition 
marked the beginning of one of the most impor- 
tant chapters of American history. The explorers 
traveled through and charted thousands of miles 
of unknown territory. Lewis and Clark kept care- 
ful records of their journey, which were pub- 
lished in 1814. These records gave Americans 
much information about the Indians, the geogra- 
phy, the vegetation and the wildlife in the area 
that was later to become 15 states of the Union. 


The starting point: Lewis and Clark State Park is 
the site where the expedition started. The group 
of about 45 unmarried men spent the winter 
training at Camp DuBois on the Riviere du Bois, 
now called Wood River. Their first choice for a 
winter camp was La Charrette, a high settlement 
on the west side of the Missouri River. But the 
Spanish commandant, not having received an 
official account of the Louisiana territory transfer, 
was obliged by the policies of his government to 
prevent a settlement of strangers on soil still 
under the flag of Spain. 


On May 14, 1804, Captain Clark launched the 
expedition at 4:00 p.m. “‘‘in a light rain,” in one 
keelboat and two pirogues across the Mississippi 
and upstream on the Missouri River. Captain 
Lewis joined the party May 20 at St. Charles, to 
which he had gone overland from St. Louis. 


Unknown Indian tribes were engountered. In 
South Dakota, the group counciled with the Sioux 
and north of Bismarck, North Dakota, they win- 
tered with friendly Manhan Indians in 1805. 
They hired a French Canadian, Toussaint Char- 
bonneau, as an interpreter. He was joined by his 
18-year-old Shoshone Indian wife, Sacagawea. 


Sacagawea became one of the expedition’s most 
important members. It is doubtful that without 
the help of this wise and diplomatic Indian 
woman, along with the aid she was able to 
secure from other Indians, the mission could have 
succeeded. She guided the party through the 
unexplored mountain passes toward the lands on 
the western slopes where she had spent her child- 
hood and where her relatives lived. The recogni- 
tion of her services is partially indicated by the 
fact that more memorials have been erected to 
her memory than to any other woman in Amer- 
ican history. 


After glimpsing the Rocky Mountains for the first 
time and crossing the Continental Divide, the 
group climbed to the top of Oregon's wild and 
lovely Tillamook Head and marvelled at the shin- 
ing Pacific. The second winter was spent at Fort 
Clatsay, near Astoria, within the sound of the 
Pacific. No ships came to the mouth of the Co- 
lumbia as had been promised, so it was neces- 
sary to make the return trip overland. The expe- 
dition reached St. Louis on September 23, 1806, 
almost 214 years after setting out from the Wood 
River camp, spending only a little more than the 
$2,500 allotted them by the Federal Government. 


Only two of the men starting the long journey to 
the Pacific failed to return with the group. One 
was Sergeant Floyd, who died and was buried 
on a hilltop near Sioux City, lowa, where a shaft 
marks his grave. John Coulter, on the return trip, 
asked for and received a discharge near the head- 
waters of the Missouri in order to trap, hunt and 
explore. It was he who first reported the geysers 
of Yellowstone. 


Many changes have occurred throughout the 
years in the geography of the area. The mouth of 
the Missouri River moved south about four miles, 
the mouth of the Wood River moved north about 
one-half mile and the channel of the Mississippi 
River shifted eastward about one-half mile. The 
forest that once stood at the camp is now gone. 


FACILITIES 


Picnicking: Picnic tables are scattered in shaded 
areas of the park. Park stoves are furnished and 
there are parking areas. Visitors should bring 
their own drinking water. 





Monument: A huge boulder with a plaque dedi- 
cated to the Lewis and Clark Expedition attracts 
the attention of park visitors. 


Fishing: River fishing is popular at the park. The 
most prevalent species here are carp, catfish, 
bullhead and drum. There is no boat rental. 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION ... 


Admittance will not be granted groups of 25 or 
more persons to any state park or conservation 
area unless permission from the park ranger has 
been secured to use the facilities. It is also re- 
quired that groups of minors have adequate 
supervision and that at least one responsible adult 
accompany each group not exceeding 15 minors. 
All pets must be on a leash. 


Numerous state parks and memorials are within 
easy access of every part of the state. Lodges, 
cabins and dining rooms are important features 
of Illinois Beach, Starved Rock, Pere Marquette, 
White Pines Forest and Giant City. Reservations 
for lodging should be made with lodge managers. 


All state parks are open the year round. When 
weather conditions necessitate the closing of 
park roads during freezing and thawing periods, 
access to park facilities is by foot only. 


For more details about this site, contact Ranger, 
7850 Collinsville Road, East St. Louis, Illinois, 
62234; phone 618/344-5268. For information on 
other Illinois sites, write to the Department of 
Conservation, Information/Education Division, 
State Office Building, Springfield, Illinois 62706. 
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